INTRODUCTION

there were some who heard a note of foreboding in
Mr. Keir Hardie's pronouncement.

The Prince whose birth provoked die striking of
that note, is the subject of this study. He was born
at White Lodge, Richmond, on June 23, 1894, and
soon after was known to the public as Prince Kdward
and to his family as David.

The writer's purpose in following this Prince's career
from adolescence until the end of 1936, is to show him
confronted with the problems which Mr. Kcir 1 lardie
foresaw, to show him facing and gradually overcoming
them, until the time when one problem, greater than
all the rest, stood in his path and forced him to relinquish
the fresh responsibilities which he had just undertaken
as King of England. A further purpose is to make clear
that, whereas Mr. Keir Hardie's presentiments were in
some respects borne out, in others they were contradicted.
At no time did Prince Edward (whom we now call the
Duke of Windsor) regard himself as of a superior creation.
If ever a line between him and the people existed, it
was obliterated as soon as he became a man and freely
mixed with his fellow-men. Not many years after his
Investiture at Carnarvon Castle as the Prince of \Vales,
his opportunities began. The following chapters are
an account of those diverse opportunities (all increasing
the weight of responsibility) and the way in which each
was turned into service.